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New bad weather batters

IranTimes:Iran was battered again by severe
weather last week, but the challenge shifted
from snow in the north to floods in the south-
east. The north was still digging out from
Iran’s worst snowstorm in decades. The me-
dia have reported at |east 64 weather-related
deaths this month. Some were reportedly due
to the gas shortages, but many were of people
trapped out-of-doorsin theworst weather. The
weather wasnot theonly factor claiming lives;
nearly 90 people have been killed by faulty
heaters over thelast month. The conservative
Jomhuri Eslami newspaper reported atotal of
89 deaths due to carbon monoxide poisoning
from badly installed or damaged heatersthis
month. Carbon monoxide is odorless and fa-
tal in poorly ventilated areas. In the south-
east, Iranian officials said power supplies,
which had been cut off for nearly two daysas
aresult of flooding, have been resumed to 700
villages in Sistan va Baluchestan province.
The flooding a so had devastating effects on
rural roads, houses and el ectric and water sup-
plies. The Sistan-Baluchestan provincial TV,
Hamun TV, announced, “ All the roadsto and
from Iranshahr and Nikshahr are closed due
to the torrentia rainfal and flooding.” The
station quoted a Mr. Baghbani, the head of
the provincial electric power company, assay-
ing, “The recent rainfalls and floods have cut
water and electric power supply to 772 vil-
lages in the southern parts of the province.”
The station also reported that, according to
the Housing Foundation in Sistan va

Bauchestan, “Torrential rainfalls and flood-
ing destroyed 70 to 80 percent of themudbrick
houses in Bampur and in its suburbs.” The
governor general said, “Floods have destroyed
most of the roads and infrastructure in the af-
fected districts” and added, “In order to re-
open the side roads, all equipment belonging
to the local administrations, army and police
vehiclesand their machinery should be used.”
The Fars News Agency reported the head of
the Iranian National Gas Company said the
gas shortage problem has been completely re-
solved. Seyed RezaK asaizadeh said all prov-
inces, in which the pressure of gaswas under
therequired level, now enjoy regular gaspres-
sure, and said, “ Thegas cut inthese provinces
was due to defects in regulators, which are
now being fixed by the National Gas Com-
pany personnel.” The Iranian Students News
Agency, however, reported that the gas has
been cut in Kashmar and Shahrud and added,
“According to the announcement by the city
authorities, the gas will be cut from 30 Dey
[January 20] until the completion of the re-
pairs in the Damghan-Semnan 48-inch pipe-
lineand will remain cut for about one month.”
In an interview with the Fars News Agency,
Kasaizadeh said, “ Currently, all thecitiesand
provinces which had alow gas pressure are
now enjoying a suitable gas pressure.” He
added: “ Some sparse gas cutswhich occur in
some cities are because the gas regulators have
been tampered with; the regulators are now be-
ing fixed by National Gas Company personnel.”

India launches Israeli satellite to spy on Iran

IranTimes:India launched an Israeli spy sat-
elliteMonday that isbelieved geared chiefly
to looking on Iran. For India, the launch was
touted as evidence that Indiais now entering
the commercial launch market and compet-
ing with the likes of France and Russia. But
the Islamic Republic might look suspiciously
at India, acountry Tehran often citesasastra-
tegic partner, helping Israel to spy on Iran.
Israel is capable of launching satellites and
has lofted several previously. But given
Israel’ sgeography, it cannot put asatelliteinto
apolar orbit—that is, an orbit where the sat-
elitecirclesthe earth over both polesand thus
can look down on every sguare meter of the
planet. Thelaunch of the Tecsar satellite was
not announced until after it was shot into
space, Indian officials said the secrecy
stemmed from the espionage nature of the
satellite. The Israeli media reported that the
satellite was important to improve Isragl’s
ability to monitor Iran's military activities.
An unnamed defense analyst told Agence

France Presse, “The kind of low-earth polar
orbit they are putting the satelliteinto ismeant
to give lsrael the capability to keep an eyeon
the Iranian nuclear program. Thisisbound to
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be seen in the Islamic world as a sinister tie-
up between Israel and India” Reuterssaid the
satellite does not use cameras, like previous
Israeli spy satellites, but a“ special radar sys-
tem” that allows Tecsar to view more than
|sragl’scurrent camera-equi pped Of ek satellites.

Runner Baluchi awaits
Guinness acknowledgment

IranTimes:RezaBaluchi, 36, theIranian- Ameri-
can who literally spent the last six months run-
ning around the United States, says he's now
waiting for the Guinness Record Book to cer-
tify his feat as a world record. On January 4,
Baluchi returned to New York where he began
hisrun June 17. Baluchi saysit was the longest
solo run around the perimeter of the 48 conti-
nental United States. Baluchi got to the United
States originally while biking around the world
for seven years. In 2002, hewas arrested in Ari-
zonafor entering the United Statesillegally af-
ter he unknowingly crossed the border and set
up camp. He was eventually granted political
asylum. Baluchi says the goal of his latest run
was to promote world peace and to show the
world that Iranians were peace-loving people.
He dedicated hisrunto hisfather, an Iranianrice
farmer, who died in 2006. Baluchi left New York

on Father’s Day, running along the east coast,
across the southern border, up the West Coast
and acrossthe northern border. Robert Sweetgall
held the previous Guinness record for the same
course, running 10,608 milesin 280 days—about
nine months. Sweetgall set the record in 1983,
beginning and ending his journey in Washing-
ton, D.C. Baluchi began hisrunin New York on
June 17, and returned to New York January 4,
finishing his run in less than seven months.
Baluchi has now sent Guinness his application
for the new record aong with avideo and photo
record of his run.Baluchi’s run was sponsored
by the Iranian-American community and others
inspired by hismessage of world peace. All pro-
ceeds are going to Denver’s Children's Hospi-
tal. Bauchi, who works as a mechanic in Den-
ver, said, “I want people to know that the Irani-
ans want peace. We are peaceful people.”

Women’s rights activists freed

IranTimes:Maryam Hosseinkhah and Jelveh
Javaheri, two journaists jailed for demand-
ing women's rights, were released January 3
after being held for morethan amonth at Evin
prison. Thewomen wererel eased from prison
after the amount of bail was reduced to 50
million rials ($5,300) from much higher sums.
Nobel laureate Shirin Ebadi had earlier told
Etemadi Melli, “Despite the fact that they
have not committed a crime— and even if
they have—the bail sums are too high.” Re-
porters Sans Frontiers (RSF) said, “Thisisa
relief. Hosseinkhah and Javaheri wereimpris-
oned for no other reason than the views they

expressed. They are innocent and we
would like to think their release marks
an end to the repression of women's
rightsactivists.” It continued, “ The au-
thorities have been waging an all-out
policy to deter people from expressing
themselves freely on the Internet.
Around 30 cyber-dissidents have been
arrested in the past year. We urge the
authorities to drop the charges brought
against them.” Hosseinkhah, 27, is a
journalist for the feminist websites
Zanestan and WeChange. Javaheri, 30,
isacontributing author to both websites
and one of the founders of the Million Signa-
tures Campaign, acampaign calling for anend
to discriminatory laws against women. RSF
said the women were charged with “disturb-
ing public opinion,” “publishing false news”
and “publicity against the Islamic Republic”
because of articlesthey had written calling for
women'’s rights under the Constitution.
Hosseinkhah was arrested November 18 and
Javaheri December 1.

Thewomen wereamong 33 arrestedin March
outsidearevolutionary court wherefellow femi-
nists were on trial for organizing a Tehran pro-
test in June 2006.
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Iranian helping...

University of California at San Francisco
(UCSF), one of Americastop pharmacology
schools. After completing both her doctorate
in pharmacy in 1994 and her residency in
clinica pharmacy in 1995 at UCSF, she was
offered ajob teaching at her almamater. From
there, Jafari went on to teach at Western Uni-
versity of Health Sciencesand the University
of Californiaat Irvine (UCI). Between 2000
and 2004, Jafari worked for Abbott Labora-
tories but left to start UCI's first program in
undergraduate pharmacology in 2005. When
The Orange County Register asked Jafari if
there isanything humans can do to lengthen
life, she said, “Three years ago, | wouldn’t

giveyou any answer to that question. | would
say, ‘| don’'t know. Givemetimeto research.”
Now Jafari has a different answer. “ Abso-
Iutely. | think we can ‘deescalate’ the aging
process, slow it down, and increase our health
span and have a better quality of life. “We've
donereally well.

Since the 1900s, we have almost doubled the
human life span. | feel likethere’s so muchto
learn; | wouldn't mind living another 50 or
60 years.” Jafari ismarried and the mother of
a 9-year-old son. Shetold the Iran Times, “I
feel very blessed to wake up each morning
and look forward to going to work. | love
teaching and doing research. | enjoy teaching
and inspiring my students. Teaching allows me
to learn and there is so much to learn. My stu-
dents teach me constantly.”
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Second ‘suicide’...

claimed Lotfallahi had committed suicide in
his cell. Ismail, the brother, told Radio Farda
that Ebrahim was“well” when hisfamily last
saw him. “He said he would be released. He
said he needed a few razors and some other
things.” Ismail said none of the family mem-
berswasallowed to seethe body. “ A few days
after they buried him there, they covered the
grave with concrete.” Saleh Nikbakht, the
family’s lawyer, told Reuters, “The family
wants the body exhumed for examination by
doctors, including one who should be their
trusted doctor.” The earlier death of the doc-
tor, Bani-Yaghoub, also occurred under sus-
picious circumstances. Last October 12, po-
liceand security forcesarrested Bani-Yaghoub
and her fiancé in a public park in Hamadan.
The couple was accused of having an “illegal
relationship.” The next day, prison officias
informed Bani-Yaghoub'sfamily that she had
committed suicide in her cell. In statements
to the Iranian press, Bani- Yaghoub's brother
said she seemed fine when he had spoken with
her on the telephone 30 minutes before her
reported death. Stork, of Human RightsWatch,
said, “These two young lives were extin-
guished in circumstances that make the offi-
cia explanation implausible and cry out for
accountability. The Iranian authorities must
take credible stepsto determine what actually
happened and hold accountable any officials
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responsiblefor thesetwo deaths.” The United
Nations Principles on the Effective Preven-
tion and Investigation of Extra- Legal, Arbi-
trary and Summary Executions provide that
there shall be “thorough, prompt and impar-
tial investigation” of all suspected cases of
unlawful killing, including where complaints
by family members suggest suspicious death.
Theprinciples state that if the“body hasbeen
buried and it later appears that an investiga-
tion is required, the body shall be promptly
and competently exhumed for an autopsy
[which] shal be available to those conduct-
ing the autopsy for asufficient amount of time
to enable a thorough investigation to be car-
riedout.... Inorder to ensure objectiveresults,
those conducting the autopsy must be able to
functionimpartially and independently of any
potentially implicated persons or organiza-
tions or entities.” There were these develop-
ments recently in other cases of detained Ira-
nians. « Emadeddin Baghi, the award-winning
former journalist who was arrested in Octo-
ber and accused of anti-regime propaganda,
has been taken to alocal hospital due to his
failing health. Lawyer Saleh Nikbakht said,
“Baghi has been transferred to a hospital in
Tehranto betreated.” Nikbakht told | SNA that
Judiciary Chairman Mahmud Hashemi-
Shahrudi had granted arequest by the family
to transfer the prisoner to a hospital. « Nobel
laureate Shirin Ebadi’s Center for the Defend-
ers of Human Rights issued a statement pro-
testing the detention of Ahmad Ghassaban,
Ehsan Mansouri and Majid Tavakoli— stu-
dents at Amir Kabir University. The students
were originally sentenced to up to three years
injail, on accusationsthat they published anti-
Islamicimagesin four reformist student news-
papers. The students testified that conserva-
tive students had published theimagesto ruin
the reputation of reformist students. The stu-
dents have been acquitted of serious charges
that included insulting Ilam. “Not releasing
Ghassaban, Tavakoli and Mansouri after sev-
eral monthsisregrettable and an obviousvio-
lation of domestic and international human
rightslaws,” the center said. « A recent report
by Amnesty International said between 20 and
30 students were arrested on National Students
Day, December 7, for joining a protest. All ex-
cept two are still being held without charge. At
least nine other students have been arrested in
the past few days.



